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has long been difficult for local communities to resist site develop-
ments that promise additional growth, even when the local officials
are aware that the new development may congest the routes serving
it.

With the recent constraints on public budgets, transportation plan-
ners have minimized the need for public investment by relying more
heavily on transportation system management (TSM) techniques
and, in some states, by requiring greater private investment in trans-
portation facilities when the site development may increase traffic
congestion. TSM includes a wide variety of techniques such as pro-
moting vanpools and designating high-occupancy vehicle lanes in ma-
jor corridors. Efforts to require greater private investment are used
less but growing in popularity with local governments. States such as
Florida and California, for example, permit local governments to
require private developers to pay impact fees to fund the added trans-
portation facilities needed to serve their developments (Rosenbloom
1988; Nelson 1988).

Public acquisition of land to keep it from being developed is an-
other option, but an expensive one. Opportunities for land banking
and corridor preservation are reviewed later in this chapter.

Examples

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) study team found an
example in which development added congestion to an access road in
Galveston. After much effort and consensus building among the
Chamber of Commerce, Galveston citizens, the county, and the state,
a new access road, Port Industrial Boulevard, was built to serve the
port and to keep truck traffic out of residential areas. Since then, a
new medical trauma center has been built that depends on the road,
and the route has become popular with employees at firms on Gal-
veston Island. Although the road benefits these users, their increased
use of it is causing congestion. Another example of development on a
port access road occurred in New Jersey, where the successful devel-
opment of a major discount outlet was permitted on a site next to the
Elizabeth Port Authority Marine Terminal. The greatly increased au-
tomobile traffic on the route serving the port caused access problems
for trucks going to and from the terminal. Similarly, the proposal to
develop a theme park alongside the Port of Long Beach, though
ultimately abandoned, could have increased traffic congestion.